Policies to Reduce the School to Prison Pipeline
1. Legislative Session: 85(R)

House Bill 674 House Author: Johnson, Eric et al.
Effective: 6-12-17 Senate Sponsor: Garcia et al.

House Bill 674 amends the Education Code to prohibit the placement of a student who is enrolled
in a grade level below grade three in out-of-school suspension, with certain exceptions. The bill provides
for the development and implementation of a positive behavior program by a school district or open-
enrollment charter school as a disciplinary alternative for such a student who engages in conduct for
which the student may be placed on in-school suspension.

2. Legislative Session: 85(R)

House Bill 156 House Author: Raymond
Effective: 6-12-17 Senate Sponsor: Zaffirini

House Bill 156 amends the Education Code to establish a pilot program in certain public high
schools, as designated by the Texas Education Agency, for placement of students in Junior Reserve
Officers' Training Corps programs as an alternative to placement in disciplinary alternative education
programs or juvenile justice alternative education programs. The bill sets out student participation
requirements, prescribes procedures, and provides for commissioner of education and school district
reports relating to the pilot program.
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Funding

1. Investing in Innovation Fund (i3) - The Investing in Innovation Fund, established under section 14007
of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), provides funding to support (1) local
educational agencies (LEAs) and (2) nonprofit organizations in partnership with (a) one or more LEAs or
(b) a consortium of schools. The purpose of this program is to provide competitive grants to applicants
with a record of improving student achievement and attainment in order to expand the implementation
of, and investment in, innovative practices that are demonstrated to have an impact on improving
student achievement or student growth, closing achievement gaps, decreasing dropout rates, increasing
high school graduation rates, or increasing college enrollment and completion rates.

These grants will (1) allow eligible entities to expand and develop innovative practices that can serve as

models of best practices, (2) allow eligible entities to work in partnership with the private sector and the
philanthropic community, and (3) identify and document best practices that can be shared and taken to

scale based on demonstrated success.

https://innovation.ed.gov/what-we-do/innovation/investing-in-innovation-i3/

2. Education Research - The National Center for Education Research supports rigorous research that
contributes to the solution of significant education problems in the United States. Through its research
initiatives and the national research and development centers, NCER engages in research activities that
will result in the provision of high quality education for all children, improvement in student academic
achievement, reduction in the achievement gap between high-performing and low-performing students,
and increased access to and opportunity for postsecondary education. NCER research examines the
effectiveness of educational programs, practices, and policies, including the application of technology to
instruction and assessment. The goal of NCER research programs is to provide scientific evidence of
what works, for whom, and under what conditions.

In previous years, NCER held a larger number of formal grant competitions, each one addressing a
distinct topic area and each with its own Request for Applications. For example, there were separate
announcements for the Reading and Writing research program and for the Mathematics and Science
Education research program. NCER is now holding one formal grant competition but addressing more
topics.

https://www?2.ed.gov/programs/edresearch/index.html

3. Promoting Student Resilience - The Promoting Student Resilience program provides grants to local
educational agencies (LEAs) (or consortia of LEAs) to build and increase their capacity to address the
comprehensive behavioral and mental health needs of students in communities that have experienced
Significant civil unrest in the past 24 months.

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/student-resilience/index.html



